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Address at the Conference Opening 

Good morning, esteemed participants, guests and organizers of the international conference, Media and Information Literacy for Building a Culture of Open Government.
Ladies and gentlemen,
I am greatly honoured and see it as tremendous pleasure to greet you in Khanty-Mansiysk in Siberia on behalf of the conference organizing committee and the Intergovernmental Council of the UNESCO Information for All Programme. 

With this conference the Russian Federation and the Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug – Ugra are contributing to UNESCO activities, specifically to the implementation of the UNESCO Information for All Programme, the principal UNESCO intergovernmental programme in communication and information. It is also contribution to the UNESCO cause by the UNESCO Information for All Programme.

UNESCO Information for All Programme is the world’s only intergovernmental programme to regard issues of critical importance for the emergent information society comprehensively, on the basis of the interdisciplinary approach, and in all their interlinks. These issues include information accessibility and preservation, media and information literacy, ethics in the information society, information for development, preservation of languages, and the development of linguistic diversity in cyberspace. 

The conference is one of the central events of the international IT forum convened in Khanty-Mansiysk on an annual basis. This is the 8th forum. 

Our conference is the third major international event arranged in team with, and on the initiative of the Government the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug – Ugra, the Russian Committee of the UNESCO Information for All Programme, and the Interregional Library Cooperation Centre. The present conference was preceded by two world expert meetings on the preservation of languages and promotion of linguistic diversity in cyberspace. Both were great success. The first gathered on the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in 2014, and the second here in Khanty-Mansiysk last year. Thirty nations were represented at each of the meetings. 

Close on 50 countries are represented here today. More than a half of the participants were nominated by their national governments. We are glad to see that the conference attracts the attention not only of topmost international experts but also of governments. 

The conference is extremely topical as it addresses two of the key contemporary problems.

The first is to develop public media and information competences comprehensively and keep them up at the relevant level so as to help people to live, make progress and cope efficiently with the challenges of the rapidly and cardinally changing information environment and breath-taking technological development. The whole world recognizes the importance of this goal today, and the work to promote media and information literacy is expanding worldwide. 

The necessity of the greatest possible public involvement in governance and the creation of the feedback machinery is also recognized everywhere and at all levels – international, national, regional and municipal. This goal might be met as open government systems are formed in cyberspace. Such is the second essential challenge.
As conference organizers, we have formulated the four principal goals of this conference:

· The development and improvement of UNESCO policies to promote media and information literacy, particularly concerning open government formation;

· The determination of conceptual formative fundamentals of open government culture;

· The identification and promotion of international open government experience; 
· Adapting educational programmes on media and information literacy to open government formative goals.
As the conference organizers see it, the two problems can and must be addressed at once so as to hit these four targets.

We think that the conference spells a new and essential turn of the media and information literacy theme toward open government formation and the establishment of government-public feedback.

Media and information literacy is among UNESCO proprieties while open government is a new theme. The UNESCO Information for All Programme has always been future-oriented, and this conference is yet another breakthrough into the future.

I hope this conference will contribute amply and honourably to the work of the UNESCO Information for All Programme, the UNESCO Communication and Information Sector, and entire UNESCO.

I am grateful to you for accepting our invitation and coming here over a long distance. Though your journey might be tiring, I hope you will recollect it with pleasure. I hope you will show Khanty-Mansiysk on maps to your friends and colleagues and say that you have been here and seen the Russian north and the Irtysh – one of the largest Siberian rivers, and had a taste of Siberian hospitality at the height of warm summer. Not all Russians have been here, and they envy those who have.

Many people in Russia and other countries ask me why we convince conferences now in Yakutia, now in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, now in Khanty-Mansiysk instead of Moscow and St. Petersburg, cultural centres of world renown. 

The reason is that we want to show you the dynamic development of Russia’s outlying parts. Khanty-Mansiysk has become what it is now, with its rich infrastructure, mere twenty years ago, under our very eyes.
We want the world to know not only Moscow and St. Petersburg and to realize that Russia has something more than its two capital cities. Provincial towns are also its inalienable part. We want you to see that Russia is a vast multi-ethnic country that loves and cherishes its cultural and natural diversity. Not only ethnic Russians but also another hundred indigenous peoples populate this country, living side by side in peace and accord. 

We have prepared an interesting professional programme for you, and we hope it will satisfy you as experts participating in it.

The cultural programme is also of interest. You visited Khanty-Mansiysk cultural and sport facilities and research institutions yesterday, and I hope you liked them all. Today, you will have another glimpse of Russia’s sublime multi-ethnic culture – a concert by the Sun Theatre, a company representing Khanty and Mansi, two small indigenous Siberian peoples.

I thank all conference sponsors – the Government of the Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug, or Ugra, Russia’s Federal Agency for the Press and Mass Communications, LUKoil petroleum company, UNESCO, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia’s National Commission for UNESCO, in whose framework our Russian Committee of the UNESCO Information for All Programme is working and, personally, Russian diplomat Nikolai Khaustov, who is present here. He has done much for UNESCO and Russia, and it was he who arranged Russian entry visas for all foreign participants so promptly.

I am glad to greet UNESCO representatives Hara Padhy and Svetlana Knyazeva.

I thank all our colleagues from the UNESCO Communication and Information Centre who cannot join us here in Khanty-Mansiysk sour colleagues from the UNESCO Communication and Information Centre who cannot join us here in Khanty-Mansiysk but their thought are with us. These are Chafica Haddad, Chair of the Intergovernmental Council of the UNESCO Information for All Programme, and Indrajit Banerjee, Boyan Radoykov and Paul Hector of the UNESCO Secretariat, who have done so much for our conference’s success.


We are tied with UNESCO not only by the years of extremely fruitful teamwork but also by solidarity and heartfelt friendship. As a majority of nations, Russia regards UNESCO as an influential and greatly respected organization.

My greatest thanks, however, are to the Government of the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug – Ugra in the person of Vice-Governor Alexei Zabozlayev, who is here with us, and Governor Natalia Komarova and Vice-Governor Fanuza Arslanova, who will join us later.

My greatest gratitude is to the Public Relations and External Contacts Department of the Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug – Ugra, its personnel and Director Yelena Shumakova, who proposed to regard media and information literacy issues at the conference not as isolated problems but as tied in with the formation of regional openness and open government. 
I thank department Deputy Director Irina Beznosova, who has taken part with us in organizing three major UNESCO events now, and the entire department staff.


Thank you. 

The conference is opened.
PAGE  
2

